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Glasgow and Edinburgh. He returned to London
in November, and at the beginning of 1849 was
back in Paris. Delacroix called to see him and
found him in an extremity of pain and lassitude.
Chopin's letters from England reveal his quiet
self-possession as he moved through the alien
world of London Society. To his family he wrote
at great length, and his comments upon the per-
sonalities and conditions of the period are always
enlightening. A passage from a letter written
in August 18485 is of interest to English mus-
icians : " After my matinees many papers had
good criticisms, excepting The Times in which a
certain Davison writes (a creature of poor Men-
delssohn's) ; he does not know me, and imagines,
I am told, that I am an antagonist of Mendelssohn.
It does not matter to me. Only, you see, every-
where in the world people are actuated by some-
thing else than truth." We can take comfort
in the thought that our little world of music was
then no more enlightened, no less divided against
itself, than it has been in our own generation.
One page of the same letter carries a footnote :
" The Queen, who has come back to town after
some hostile demonstrations by the opposition,
was to have attended grand opera for a first public
appearance, and the occasion chosen was the first
appearance of Jenny Lind, who also had just
arrived ; so there was an enormous rush for tickets.
On the first evening, stalls were sold at three
guineas. . . . On reaching home I found a
ticket for one of the best stalls, from Lumley, the